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WELCOME 
We are thrilled to have you join us today for the 10th Annual KAFCAM Adoption and Foster 
Care Conference. We have gathered today to ENCOURAGE you and educate you about 
caring for vulnerable children, EQUIP you to take the next steps in your journey, and 
CONNECT you to a community of experts and fellow laborers to journey alongside you. 
People pursue adoption and foster care for many different reasons, and we hope that today 
you find guidance, support, and encouragement.​
​
We are grateful for your time and believe this day will help you whether you are already 
deeply involved in the adoption and foster care community, or if this is your first exploratory 
step.​
​
Knox Area Foster Care and Adoption Ministries (KAFCAM) is a regional alliance composed of 
local churches, agencies, ministries, and community advocates that exists to encourage, 
equip, and connect to serve foster and adoptive children and families in the Knoxville area.  
 
KAFCAM began in 2014 as a group of local church leaders meeting to help each other 
launch and grow their adoption, foster care, and orphan care ministries. We were tired of 
duplicating efforts across the city. From this group sprang associations with other churches, 
agencies, ministries, and advocates who wanted to share in this partnership.  
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2025 SPONSORS 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 
Pastors’ Breakfast (8:00 am - 9:00 am) 
 
Speaker: Bishop W.C. Martin (Bennett Chapel Missionary Baptist Church) 
Location: Room 140 

 
Keynote/Main Session (9:15 am - 10:30 am) 
 
Sound of Hope 
Speaker: Bishop W.C. Martin (Bennett Chapel Missionary Baptist Church) 
Location: Worship Center 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 
Donna and Bishop W.C. Martin are the inspiration behind Angels Studios’ film, "Sound of Hope: The 
Story of Possum Trot." Despite financial hardship, they adopted four children of their own and 
inspired 22 families to foster 77 children from the local foster system in East Texas. We hope you are 
encouraged to hear their moving personal story of hope, radical obedience, and trust in God.   
 
First Breakout Sessions (10:45 am - 11:45 am) 
 
Adoption 101/Routes to Adoption 
Moderator: Chris Graves (International Adoptive Parent) Panelists: Zerita Brockman (Domestic 
Adoptive Parent), Hillary Dewhirst (Adult Adoptee/Adoption Lawyer), Pam Frye (Harmony), ​
Scott Keaton (Foster Adoptive Parent) 
Location: Room 117-118 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Adoption can seem rather overwhelming. Do we choose domestic, international, adoption through 
foster care, or embryo adoption? How much does it cost? Hear from local adoptive parents about 
their decision-making process and learn the basics, the lingo, and where to begin.  
 
Former Foster Youth Panel 
Moderator: Kristin Miller (Tennessee Kids Belong) Panelists: Marquiel Baker, Reagan Dodson, 
Samantha Korniyenko, Leonard Staab 
Location: Room 140 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Hear from a panel of former foster youth as they share their stories. They seek to support those who 
find themselves in foster care and advocate for the foster care community. 
 
Starting or Growing an Adoption/Foster Care/Kinship Ministry at Your Church 
Moderator: Tracy Taplin (Tennessee Kids Belong) Panelists: Julie Gillen (Adoptive 
Parent/Compassion Closet), Dustin Morris (Foster Parent/Counseling & Consultation Services), ​
Mia Slager (The Village at CCK)  
Location: Room 123 
 

The local church has a unique ability to serve and care for adoptive, foster, and kinship families. 
Whether you are looking for how to begin serving these families in your church or are looking to 
grow your existing ministry, this panel can give you insight on the best practices, and connect you to 
local partners and resources while working within the specific parameters of your church. 
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Lunch & Lunch Chats (11:45 am - 12:45 pm) 
Location: Fellowship Hall 
 
Lunch Chat - Dad Chat  
Speakers: Matthew Hensley, Ryan McMichael, Terrell Patrick 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Guys are invited to chat with local foster and adoptive dads. Our desire is to encourage and equip 
dads in their unique role. 
 
Lunch Chat - Fostering or Adopting as a Single Parent 
Speakers: Scott Keaton (Single Foster/Adoptive Dad), Laura Mitchell (Single Foster/Adoptive Mom) 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Come chat with local single foster and adoptive parents! Ask questions about respite care, foster 
care, and adoption. 
 
Lunch Chat - How to Support the Foster Care & Adoption Community 
Speakers: Mia Slager (The Village at CCK/KAFCAM), Julie Gillen (Compassion Closet/KAFCAM) 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Come hear about different ways you can serve alongside the adoption and foster care community 
whether or not you are an adoptive or foster parent. 
 
Second Breakout Sessions (1:00 pm - 2:00 pm) 
 
Adult Adoptee Panel 
Moderator: Chris Graves Panelists: Hillary Dewhirst, Tyler Hays, Ryan McMichael, Amy Tomski 
Location: Room 140 
 

A panel of adult adoptees will share their adoption stories and answer your questions. Their voices 
are so valuable, and we can learn so much from adoptees. 
 
Foster Care 101 
Moderator: April Mathews (DCS) Panelists: Marquiel Baker (Former Foster Youth, Foster/Kinship 
Parent) Matthew Hensley (Foster/Adoptive Parent), Veronica Jackson-Patrick (Foster Parent), ​
Carey Parham (DCS Foster Parent/Mentor) 
Location: Room 117-118 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

This session will discuss the goals and process of fostering in TN, the requirements to be a foster 
parent, how foster parents are trained, and policies/supports in place to help foster families succeed. 
 
Effective Advocacy 
Speaker: Jordan Buchanan (TN Voices) 
Location: Room 123 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Would you like to build your confidence in your ability to advocate for yourself and your child? Our 
advocates are here to help! This session will provide information and tips, as well as discuss some of 
the barriers commonly encountered. 
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Sip & See (2:00 pm - 2:30 pm) 
Location: Fellowship Hall 
 

Enjoy some refreshments and visit the exhibit tables. 
 
Third Breakout Sessions (2:30 pm - 3:30 pm) 
​
Fostering Resilience 
Speakers: Caleb Corwin (UT Graduate School of Medicine) 
Location: Room 140 
Training Hours: 1 trauma/therapeutic hour 
 

This presentation will help foster parents to understand how they can build resilience among the 
children in their home. The discussion will review some of the new research on the benefits of 
positive childhood experiences and will work to help families identify additional community supports 
available to help promote resilience. 
 
Coaching Peace - A Trauma-Informed Blueprint for Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution 
Speaker: Ted Ancelet (Bethany Christian Services) 
Location: Room 117-118 
Training Hours: 1 trauma hour 
 

Conflict is an inescapable aspect of our daily lives. While it is never something we look forward to 
or enjoy, it can be something we leverage for growth, both personally and relationally. Coaching 
Peace utilizes a trauma-informed coaching model to support biblical peacemaking and conflict 
resolution in the home. During this breakout, we’ll discuss how past experiences impact current 
circumstances and, when those circumstances lead to conflict, how to engage others in ways that 
support restoration and reconciliation. 
 
Sensory Integration Series: Creating a Personalized Sensory Diet 
Speaker: Laura Mitchell (Harmony Family Services) 
Location: Room 123 
Training Hours: 1 hour 
 

Tailored for foster and adoptive parents, we’ll delve into creating a personalized sensory diet for your 
child. We’ll discuss how to assess your child’s sensory needs and explore various sensory activities to 
help your child regulate. Learn how to create a daily plan incorporating sensory-rich experiences, 
promoting emotional regulation, focus, and overall well-being. Equip yourself with practical tools and 
strategies to support your child’s unique sensory journey. 
 
Closing Session (3:30 pm - 4:00 pm) 
Location: Worship Center 
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BUILDING MAP 
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EXHIBIT TABLES​
 
FOSTER CARE 

Bair Foundation 
ChildHelp 
Counseling & Consultation Services 
DCS  
Holston Home 
McNabb 
MillarRich 
Omni Visions 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Home 
Youth Villages  
​
ADOPTION 

Catholic Charities of East TN 
Harmony Family Center    
​
ADOPTION ATTORNEY​
Hillary Dewhirst, Dewhirst Law 

ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
SUPPORT  
 

ABA Centers of Tennessee 
Bakeroos 
Both Hands 
Care Portal 
Compassion Closet 
Compassion Coalition 
Evergreen Life Services 
Fostering Hope 
Isaiah 117 House 
Show Hope 
Tennessee Kids Belong 

 

 
SPEAKERS/PANELISTS BIOS 
 
Ted Ancelt is the Senior Chaplain for Bethany Christian Services. He has been with Bethany for 12 
years. Before that, he was a pastor for 10. Ted’s focus is the spiritual health and development of 
Bethany’s 1,800+ employees. Ted and his wife of twenty-seven years, Tracie, live in Knoxville, TN with 
their four children.  ​
​
Marquiel Baker is a former foster youth and a foster and adoptive dad and is the Family Ministry 
Pastor at Rio Revolution Church. He and his wife Rachel have 5 amazing kids, ranging from 17 years 
of age to 8 years.  
 
Zerita Brockman and her husband, Brian, have adopted two children domestically and they 
navigate open adoptions with each birth mom. She serves in multiple roles in the Knoxville foster 
care and adoption community. 
 
Jordan Buchanan is a Family Support Specialist with TN Voices, working to  support families 
navigating mental health concerns by connecting them to resources, providing guidance, and 
facilitating peer support. He loves spending quality time with his wife, their energetic 8-year-old son 
and curious 3-year-old daughter, as well as exploring the outdoors.  
 
Caleb Corwin is a clinical psychologist at the UT Graduate School of Medicine Center of Excellence 
for Children in State’s Custody. He specializes in working with children and families that have 
experienced trauma. Caleb lives in Old North Knoxville with his wife and two children. He enjoys 
cooking and playing Adult Rec Soccer. 
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Hillary Dewhirst is an adoptee and has been practicing adoption law in East Tennessee since 2003. 
Hillary primarily practices in the areas of adoption law and child advocacy.  
 
Reagan Dodson is a former foster youth and graduate of the University of Tennessee Knoxville with a 
Bachelor of Science in Social Work. Having a huge heart for foster teens, Reagan has been an 
advocate for the foster care community for the past several years and enjoys spending time with her 
dog Remy. 
​
Pam Frye has worked as the Adoption Director at Harmony for 22 plus years. She has a master's 
degree in counseling from the University of Tennessee and is the adoptive mom of a 24-year-old 
daughter, adopted from China.​
 
Julie Gillen and her husband Rob are adoptive parents to four children (two through international 
adoption, two through foster care).  She is the founder and director of Compassion Closet, and serves 
on the KAFCAM Leadership Team.  She attends Immanuel Church in Hardin Valley where she serves 
as the leader for their Adoptive Moms Support Group.​
​
Chris Graves and his wife Ann are parents of three boys--two biological and one adopted 
internationally. They have a love for adoption and walking alongside those in various stages of the 
adoption process.  
 
Tyler Hays was adopted to Knoxville from South Korea at 3 months old. Tyler now lives in Fountain 
City with his wife, Amanda, and two children, Evie and Crew. In 2015, he and Amanda searched for, 
found, and got to meet his birth father in South Korea.  
 
Matthew Hensley is a foster parent and adoptive father. He and his wife Chante have fostered over 
180 kids and have adopted 9 children. 
Scott Keaton is a bio and adoptive dad and grandfather. He is the owner of Little Heroes, a mobile 
pediatric physical therapy private practice in the Oak Ridge/West Knox area.  
 
Samantha Korniyenko aged out of the foster care system at age 18 after living in many foster homes. 
She and her husband Valentin have 4 boys; the youngest adopted from foster care. 
 
Bishop W. C. Martin earned a Bachelor of Theology and a Masters of Religious Education degree 
from Union Baptist Bible College & Seminary. He has served as the Pastor of Bennett Chapel 
Missionary Baptist Church since 1985. Bishop Martin has been promoting adoption as a keynote 
speaker and workshop facilitator at churches, conferences and special events around the nation. He 
has been well-recognized for his outstanding contribution to the field of adoption. Bishop Martin has 
been married to First Lady Donna Martin for over 30 years. Together they have six children (four 
adopted) and five grandchildren. 
 
April Mathews has worked with DCS for 11 years as is currently a Foster Care Support Program 
Specialist.  I am married with 2 children, ages 12 and 9. Our days are spent watching our kids on the 
golf course, cooking/baking, and doing home renovation projects! 
 
Ryan McMichael lives in Columbia, TN, with his wife Jessica and their adopted daughter and twin 
boys Charlotte, Knox and Nash. In addition to having the best job in the world as a campus minister, 
Ryan loves any chance he can get to share about the love of Jesus through his own adoption 
experience. In addition to being an adoptive dad and an adoptee himself, Ryan has three sisters, all 
of whom are adopted. 
 
Kristin Miller and her husband, Jeremy, adopted 2 girls from Ghana in 2013 and have two biological 
sons. She works as the Community Engagement Director for Tennessee Kids Belong and serves in 
the adoption, foster and kinship care ministry at Fellowship Church. 

9 



Laura Mitchell is an adoptive mother of seven wonderful children and is Harmony’s Resource Center 
Coordinator. She enjoys traveling, watching and cheering on her children in various sports, and 
serving in the Student Ministry at her church. 
 
Dustin Morris is a foster parent and the director of Community and Foster Care Services with 
Counseling and Consultation services.  Currently foster parents, he and his wife have four children 
with one child placed in their home with special needs that we are planning to adopt.​
 
Carey Parham is married to Reese and has two biological children, 3 adopted children, 1 soon-to-be 
adopted foster son, and one grandchild.  Carey serves at the North Knoxville Compassion Closet 
location and is one of two DCS foster parent mentors for the Knox region. 
 
Terrell & Veronica (Jackson) Patrick have been certified foster parents for 6 years. They have fostered 
over 40 children for the Department of Children Services, primarily through emergency and 
temporary placements. Terrell and Veronica have been married for over 30 years, and they have four 
adult biological children and are in the process of adopting a sibling group of three. 
 
Mia Slager and her husband, Josh, have been married for 22 years and have two biological sons. Mia 
leads The Village, which is the adoption and foster care ministry at Cornerstone Church of Knoxville.. 
She also serves on the boards of the Northshore Elementary PTO and the West Valley Middle PTSO. 
 
Leonard Staab came into foster care at age 10 with his bio half sister. He moved into his adoptive 
home at 11 and was adopted at 12. He helps co-lead 29.11 for current foster and adoptive youth. As he 
looks back on his story, he wants to communicate the value of good foster/adoptive families.​
 
Tracy Taplin is the Community Engagement Manager for Tennessee Kids Belong and is a bio and 
adoptive parent and former licensed foster parent. She has served vulnerable children and families 
over the last two decades in various roles.  Tracy loves life with her husband Dru, four adult children, 
and one mostly well-behaved pup. 
 
Amy Tomski is a married mother of 2. She was adopted as a baby and raised in Knoxville. She loves to 
read and is a huge family person. 

 
SPECIAL THANKS 
 

Bradley’s, The Buttercream Mill, Chick-fil-A - Fountain City, Einstein Bros. Bagels - Farragut, 
Mansour Hasan of State Farm, KAFCAM Leadership Team & Volunteers 

 
CONFERENCE SURVEY 
 

Go to kafcam.org/links to access the Conference Survey! 
 
OTHER INFO 
●​ Please contact Bethany Henderson at bethany.henderson@tn.gov if you have questions 

regarding Foster Parent training hours. 
●​ KAFCAM does not necessarily endorse any of the above resources/information. In addition, this 

program content is not intended to constitute, nor does it represent, legal or tax advice of any 
kind. For questions about any of the above listed resources, please contact us at 
info@kafcam.org and for more information and resources, visit www.kafcam.org. 
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RESOURCES 
 
LOCAL PRIVATE ADOPTION AGENCIES 
❖​Adoption Assistance, Inc 
❖​American World Adoption 
❖​Catholic Charities of East TN 
❖​Lifeline Children’s Services 
❖​National Embryo Donation Center 

 
ADOPTION FROM FOSTER CARE 
❖​Adopt US Kids 
❖​Parent A Child (Harmony) 
❖​Tennessee Kids Belong (TKB) 

 
LOCAL FOSTER CARE AGENCIES 
❖​Bair Foundation Child & Family Ministries 
❖​Clarivida (formerly Camelot) 
❖​Child Help 
❖​Counseling and Consultation Services 
❖​Free Will Baptist Family Ministries 
❖​Helen Ross McNabb Center 
❖​Holston Homes For Children 
❖​MillarRich 
❖​Omni Visions 
❖​Smoky Mountain Children's Home 
❖​Therapeutic Interventions 
❖​TN Baptist Children's Homes 
❖​TN Department of Children's Services 
❖​Youth Villages 

 
SUPPORT/SERVICES 
❖​ABA Centers of Tennessee 
❖​ASAP Program (Harmony) 
❖​AimHiTN 
❖​Bakeroos 
❖​Blount County Foster Parent Association  
❖​Bluecare Tennessee 
❖​Both Hands 
❖​Care Portal 
❖​Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
❖​Compassion Closet 
❖​Compassion Coalition 
❖​Evergreen Life Services 
❖​FUSE with Harmony Family Center  
❖​Foster Friendly App & Communities (TKB) 
❖​Fostering Hope TN 
❖​Isaiah 117 House 
❖​Knox Foster Care Support Group (Facebook) 

❖​Knox Co. Health Department 
❖​Lily’s Story Foundation 
❖​McCloud Life 
❖​Safe Babies Court 
❖​Show Hope 

SUPPORT/SERVICES continued 
❖​Street Hope TN 
❖​TN Voices for Children 
❖​UT Center of Excellence 

 
ORGANIZATIONS (VOLUNTEER) 
❖​Care Portal 
❖​Compassion Closet 
❖​Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
❖​The Empty Cup 
❖​Fostering Hope TN 
❖​Isaiah 117 House 
❖​Safe Families for Children 
❖​TN Department of Children’s Services 
❖​Tennessee Kids Belong 

 
COUNSELORS 
❖​4C Therapeutics 
❖​A New Hope Counseling Center 
❖​All Ages Counseling 
❖​Built2Bond- Leighanne Goldsteine 
❖​Covenant Counseling 
❖​Harmony Family Center 
❖​Helen Ross McNabb Center 
❖​Legacy Counseling Knoxville 
❖​The Middle Path 
❖​Omni Visions 
❖​Restoration Counseling Associates 

 
ADOPTION ATTORNEYS 
❖​Stuart Crane 
❖​Hillary Dewhirst 
❖​Channing Miller 
❖​Katie Ogle 

 
LOCAL BIRTH FAMILY PRESERVATION 
❖​Community Action Committee Knox Co. 
❖​Compassion Coalition  
❖​ Comprehensive Child & Family Treatment (McNabb) 
❖​Family Promise of Knoxville 
❖​Family Justice Center Knoxville 
❖​Hands of Hope 
❖​Helen Ross Mcnabb Center 
❖​Intercept by Youth Villages 
❖​Relative Caregiver Program 
❖​Renaissance Recovery Group 
❖​Restoration House 
❖​Safe Families for Children 
❖​Serenity Women’s Center 
❖​Smart Steps Child Care Payment Assistance 
❖​Susannah’s House 
❖​TN Voices for Children 
❖​YWCA Knoxville 
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